Baltimore Commission on Sustainability
(September 2016) Meeting Report

Date: Tuesday, November 29, 2016 from 4-6 pm

Location: Department of Planning Boardroom, 417 E. Fayette St.
Subject: Commission on Sustainability General Meeting
In Attendance: (Commissioners) – Cheryl Casciani, Tom Stosur, Michael Furbish, Lynn Heller, Earl Johnson, Avis Ransom, Fran Flanigan, Scot Spenser, John Ciekot. (Staff) – Anne Draddy.
Opening Remarks:
· Minutes from month were approved without amendment. 
· Cheryl gave overview for the meeting and posed the question: What are some big ideas that can move our city forward?

Presentations:
· Destiny Watford, University of Maryland student from Curtis Bay speaks about an equitable and sustainable Baltimore (video) https://vimeo.com/189335093
Panelists
· Valentina Ukwuoma, DPW Bureau of Solid Waste
· Three-part mission:
· Handle solid waste
· Improve cleanliness of city
· Support recycling and waste reduction

Zero Waste – a goal of all discarded materials being designed to become resources. Maryland has a very ambitious, long-term goal for recycling and waste diversion of 80% to 85% by 2040. 
Strategies for how to get there:

Source reduction and reuse, recycling, divert organics, incentivize technology innovation, recover energy from waste, education and outreach, etc.

Maryland requires 35% recycling rate. Enforcement began Jan. 1, 2012. 

Recycling is good for good for business and the environment.
· Kristin Fiddler, Maryland DOT, Port Admin, Office of Harbor Development (dredging program) – Innovative and beneficial use of dredged material
· “Sediment to Solutions: Channeling Innovation” –  Public information campaign
· 134 miles of dredged channels, annual maintenance
· Average annual dredging demand: 5.2 million cubic yards (mcy) entire system (fill Ravens Stadium over two times); Harbor channels along are 1.5 mcy

· Harbor is biggest challenge

· Open water placement was declared bad for the Bay – direct dumping of dredge spoils

· Hart Miller Island is closed now (as of 2010) – there’s a state park at South end
· There are two placement areas right now and they going to fill up soon.

· Cox Creek area – in Ann Arundel County

· Masonville Cove, Brooklyn area

· We need big plots of land w/ deep water access 

· What else can we do with spoils?

Most of the sediment we dredge is clean enough to recycle and use for brownfields, filling potholes, roadbed material, embankments.  
MPA is working on technical screening criteria and guidance document. The goal is to recycle 500,000 cubic yards of material per year. 

· Destiny Watford and Greg Sawtell from Free Your Voice with Isaiah Green (filming)
· In 2008, Curtis Bay had highest levels of toxic air emissions in the U.S.
· Wealth, power, and resources flow through my community everyday while my community struggles with poverty, illness, etc. 
· This is not our fate, and it is not by accident.
· My friends and I started asking basic questions. Why us? Why here? We started Free Your Voice, a human rights organization.  

· Story about the trash-burning incinerator: “After five long years, we stopped it.”

It would have been a routine development in our community. The world would have gone on. It would have been hailed as a green jobs creator.

· The idea that our lives are sacred, and that we have ideas, is at the core of our movement.
· We are not clients, customers, consumers, victims. We have identities, hopes and dreams.
· We built on our relationships and connections and demanded that people do the right thing.
· We have a seat at the table. 
· We need an ambitious goal of zero waste, and how to make it happen. 
· We need to end contracts with BRESCO which will not be easy. 

· Dante Swinton, Energy Justice Network (U.B. Master’s candidate)
· BRESCO has been in operation for 31 years. (changed to Wheelabrator)

· 5 years remaining in contract. It’s a great time for City to consider what to do instead

· The ash has a lot of toxicity.

· Incineration is not “waste to energy” – this is a misnomer. The only power generation that can convert matter to energy is nuclear power.

· Wheelabrator is the #1 polluter in the entire City.  

· There are fewer than 80 now in the U.S.
· Proposed solutions:
· Pass a Clean Air Ordinance with compliance measures with real teeth
· Provide 25 gallon recycling bins for free (Divert Baltimore program)
· Provide same or larger bins to businesses

· Neal Seldman, Institute for Local Self-Reliance
· Will be issuing a report with specific changes the City needs to make in order to achieve these goals of zero waste and green jobs. It will be out next week.

· Open discussion
1. City pays Bresco per ton. Bresco pays the city to accept the ash. 

2. Is the city in violation of the recycling law? We are not paying a fine. You can show you are trying to get there and DPW is working hard to do that.  One of the penalties is to stop new construction permits in the city. Current residential recycling rate is 42% as submitted by the City. As figured by the State, it’s closer to 23%. Credits, include 5% for having the BRESCO plant which the state considers a Tier-1 renewable energy plant! We also get 4% credit for source reduction (public outreach) – 27,000 tons.

How can we hold people accountable to do what they’re supposed to? Are City agencies required to recycle?  

Cheryl: We can be a zero waste city if we recycle but we are not meeting our 35% recycling rate.  This is a doable, in this moment thing. 

We have an appetite to find an actual resolution. Think through alternative models. 
Challenges – what can we do that’s a viable alternative business model? It’s a chicken and egg situation. We experience a knowledge gap. And limited access to land. We need an honest inquiry into how MRA/MSW is handled. How do we go from the acknowledgement that there’s a lot of complexity to a concrete next step? 

Michael Furbish – We are working with Free Your Voice to look at jobs, economic viability, market demand, community, 

Lynn Heller - Our Dredge Material Management Program is notable on a national scale for having worked closely with constituents.  
Cheryl / Lynn– Convening is a good role for the Commission. Trash is definitely one of them. It is interconnected to many topics. 

Let’s create the opportunity to do the right thing. Let’s model behavior of what to do in neighborhoods around trash.
· CleanCorps

· Paying people $10/hour to pick up litter. This is not sustainable but a good way to start small.  Go door to door and hand out recycling bins. People in neighborhoods want lids on their bins. If that helps them recycle more, let’s do it.

· DivertBaltimore Pilot – pay people to remind their neighbors to recycle.

· Get people to invest in sustainability in one community, so others see it working. Reinvest in a community like Brooklyn-Curtis Bay. People take pride in it. Embrace our differences.
Upcoming Events:  

· Next Commission on Sustainability Meeting: Tuesday, January 17th, 4PM.

